REGILDING THE CRESCENT
and the experience for these undertakings, with
the result that concession-hunters are for ever
laying before them schemes for this, that, or the
other enterprise. Few impartial critics will
blame the Ottoman Government if it should
succeed in carrying out these improvements
itself. Yet a very unfavourable impression will
be created if it should go to the other extreme.
Public opinion would no longer tolerate the
Yildiz policy of farming every enterprise to the
highest bidder, squandering kilometric guaran-
tees and generally encouraging what the Ameri-
cans call "graft." On the other hand, Europe
will grow impatient if the Government should
adopt a dog-in-the-manger attitude and, unable
to finance public works itself, decline to call in
others with the necessary capital and brains.
There are some matters which are everybody's
business, such as the navigation of the Vardar,
Maritza and Euphrates ; the improvement of the
ports of Jaffa, Haifa and Gaza, Samsoun and
Rodosto, all exceedingly dangerous ; the building
and maintenance of high roads and bridges and
extension of the railway system. As matters are
now, the railroads are isolated and form no part
of a connected system; and, once these are left,
the means of communication are hopelessly in-
adequate. Even some of the roads, which were
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